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AUSTRALIAN SHEPHERD BREED TYPE 
 
Most of you reading this column have heard all the various discussions, conversations, and opinions 
over the years about what breed type is.  We all know that if you ask ten people what breed type is, you 
will get ten different answers.  In its simplicity, it is the set of characteristics that define a breed. 
 
A classic debate on the topic is that of type vs. movement.  Some will say type is “the” most important 
thing.  This person defines type as what the breed should look like, and that this should take 
precedence over movement. (Usually the person arguing this point of view has also defined for 
themselves what the breed should look like – whether or not the breed standard agrees with their 
personal opinions).  This argument continues that a mixed breed with outstanding movement does not 
have breed type, no matter how good it moves.   
 
With the second half of this argument I would agree wholeheartedly, having seen some incredibly 
sound feral dogs in Puerto Rico whose sound structure and movement would put most show dogs of 
similar body type to shame.  These dogs might be able to out-move another similarly built breed, but 
would certainly be lacking in breed type. 
 
With the first half of the argument I might mildly agree, if the breed’s purpose was to sit in your lap, 
which for some breeds is a very important job, but with a breed like the Australian Shepherd I take 
great exception to this line of thinking. 
 
For the Australian Shepherd sound movement is a critical component of breed type!  There should be 
no type vs. movement argument concerning this breed. 
 
The introduction to the Australian Shepherd breed standard says: 

“The Australian Shepherd is an intelligent working dog of strong herding and guarding 
instincts. He is a loyal companion and has the stamina to work all day. He is well balanced, 
slightly longer than tall of medium size and bone, with coloring that offers variety and 
individuality. He is attentive and animated, lithe and agile, solid and muscular without 
cloddiness. He has a coat of moderate length and coarseness. He has a docked or natural 
bobbed tail.” 
 

As with all breed standard introductions, the essence of the breed is described here.  These are the 
essentials.  The rest of the standard goes on to describe in detail all the specifics.  The Australian 
Shepherd should both look like an Australian Shepherd AND have the structure and movement to go 
out and do its job all day, as mentioned in the standard introduction. 
 
Please do not forget this important aspect of our breed, whether you are a breeder or judge.   It should 
not matter how beautiful it is, how perfect its ears, how striking the color, how tall it is or is not - if it 
does not also have the soundness to go out and work all day it does not have breed type.   
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